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The most interesting departmenia of & news-
paper to many mdividuals inctude the birhs,
warriages, and deaths, which & humorous
editor 1n the West classities under the headings
of “Hatched,” “Mutcned,” and “Despatched ™
while yet another places marriages under the
line *Noose of the Weak.” In oldén times these
were more potable ns lterary curiosities than
at progent.  The firet heading §s but little nsed
in this country, being almost eonfined to Burope,
although moch might be suld in favor of its
adoption everywhere. The second, however,
is of the most general use, but its contents have
been sadly reduced. 1o the childhood of nown-
papers they gave us fuller information of the
bride and bridegroom than now commonly
published, and therefore saved muny inquiries,
For exnmple, take a bateh of marringes irom n
Seoteh pewspaper of 1780:—

*Mr. Baskett to Miss Pell, with £5000,

“Mr, Davis to Mre. Wylde, with £400 por annum.
"Totllia' Lord Bishop of bt Aspah to Miss Orell, with

*J. Whitcombe, Esa., to Mias Allen, with £10000,
“Mr, WilI Hurfer to Misx Baliy Michenor, with

This at leastshowed in part the worth of the
women whe hod chaoged their state. Of similar
import ure some contsined in the' salisbury
Jowrnal, January 20, 1788, As we read them we
eannot but think that the mstrimonial an-
nounecments now published must yield the
palm of intercst to those contalned 1 the early
provinciul papers, It is something 1o hear about
the person of the bride, her Egure, and her for-
tune:—

“"Married, at 51, George's, [anover Square, —
Avres, of the county of Northampton, E«wq , 10 Miss
Ann Sampson, onlv daugbter of Johu Sampson, of
the county oi Leicester, B2q , u young Indy ot £10,000
foriuno,

“Mr, Henry Murray, Eeq, a young gentleman
possessed ol a pleuniul estate 1u Lhoe county of Wilts,
aL N§. Georgo's, Bloomsbury, to Mrs, Wicks, raiot
of Bimon Wicks, Ksq., a tortune or £13,000, aud £400

m.
Wff"?:",n“; Coton Dent, of tho Royal Navy, sen
of Ingby Dent, E2q. late Commodore in the West
Inties, to Miss Eitty Boworbank, deughter of
Thomas Bowerbauk, bariack-master of Portemouth,
a lady of ment and tortune,

“Vilhers Fitz Gerald, Eaq., to Mis- Noweomen,
eldest danghter to Uolune!l Newoomen, in Ireland,
a mostayrscable yooug ludy, with n Jarge fortunoe,’”

Sometimes our Amedienn editors travel be-
yond the record, and mad to the customary
announcement, Occasionally they are known
to induigein a hutle pleasantry, in the form
of an epithalamitm, thereby showing their
rendy wit, and acknowledming the slice of cake,
A single exnmple, for wiich the Boston Post
is responsible, must sufiice:—

“Married—Thomas Hawk, of Mansfisla, to
Sarab J, Dove,

“It Isn't ofton that you see,
a0 gqueer & kind ol love,

Oh, what a savage he must be,
lTo Tommy Hawk a Dove!?

But the unctuous way in which a bachelor
wdutor, lately married, taks of his bliss 1¢ really
tantallzing to the inexperienced.  Writing of
his newly lound happiness, he sayvs:—

“A pair ot sweet lipe. o pressure or two of delieate
bands, and a pink wais-ribbon, wiil do as much to
unhinge a man as three fevors, the measles, & Iarge-
mzod whooping-cough, a peir of lock-jawe, several
hydrophobins, and the doctor’s bill

It may appear to be almost sacrilegions even
to smile at obituary notices, but it cannotalways
be resisted. A ceriam Philadelphia daily gives
more reason in its obituary columns for enchi
nation than all the rest of the paper, It 18 bat
tair, however, to state that its notices are paid
for. Bome of their verses are apparently sterco-
typed, and appear in almost every paper, Others
are unique and confessedly original, Hach is
the following on_ the death of a childy and iF o
tine gpecimen of bathos:—

“ Bo sweet a lower to bloom on earth,
The 108 that crowned our hittie plot
Has withered here 10 blossom 101th
In u snpenor flower-not.

His bonly lies in the Union ground
His soul has gone to Hum who gave it;
And siball-we never hear agalu

The praithing of our little Jaoobh ¥’

The above, as Weller would say, “‘zoes from
bad to verse.” 1 opine that the editor who
announced that he would not publish poetical
obituaries unless paid for, while he **wonld bhe
hayppy st any time to publish 4 simple announce-
ment of the death of any of his friends,” must
have been now and then troubled with such visi-
tations as the above.

Of course, none other but u Western paper
could have given us the following m a notice of
the death of a prominent eltizen:—

‘"He was the ather of e'oven =ons, five of whom
married five sisers. He had one hundred and
eighty-nine grandchildren; and at his fuuera!, two
wecks ago Jast Sabbath, two horses were stung to
death Ly bees, and ano.hier came very near osing
his lite by the same.'’

Another paper in the same locality gives, as
below, a wholesome specimen of an  houest
obitvary—something really uncommon:—

“He came to big death by too frequently nlbbline
at the essence of tho still-worm, which soon placed
hum in & non-travelling eondition, He lay oot the
night provious to his death nggr a cotton gin in this
place, and was tound too [Rte on the jollowing
morning for medienl aid to be of much importance
in staying his breath. He has been a regular tppler
for the last half cemtury.'

A paragraph published In the Foxtown Fusilier
betrays, perbaps, a litble professional jealouss,
but serves as an obituary and advertisement :—

“PosTaoRIPT.—We stop the press, with pleasiure,
10 announce the decense of our contemporary, Mr,
Suaggs, editor of the Foxtown Flash, He has now

one to another nnd a botter world, Suocess to

iim.  Fersons who have taken the Filash will find
the Fusilier a gooa puper.”

A fictitious notice of denth sent to the editar
of the Worcester (Mass.) Spy, is thus served up
quite daintily, and made to answer a donble
purpose:—

“If Pratt was really dead, we should be very
bhappy to write his obituary tor nothing; but as we
are guite certain he 18 alive, and may see these lines,
we would respoctfolly snggest to lim that ho hae sn
unsettied account at this ofiles, and that if he has
any{sorions intention of dying, It may ease his con.
solemce & little, in the last hour, (0 know that he has

paid the printer,’”

Obiwuary notices may be occnsionally gratify-
ing to survivors, but I have rarely known them
to heve been of much consequence to the sub-
jeots themselves, The Cirolevilie (Obio) Jowrnal,
however, thonght otherwise when, as un lnduce.
ment to certein of {ts friends, it stated that “ull
subsoribers paving in advance will be entitled to
A first-rate obltuary nodos in case of death,”

Another Westarn paper chronlcling the lament-
able occurrence of & staging, sttached to a
church, being blown down and “‘futally injuring"
a workman, very feeliogly gnid:—

“Weare happy to state that over twenty persons
were suddenly brought to the ground safv, and ons
man, Mr, Wiikins, bad his neck broke Mr. Wukine
wis nu estimable young man, and the father of a
eood many cnildren, besides a large farm weil
stocked. He was fatally injured,”

Upon yet another paper the pressure of death
appenrs 1o have been heavy, the editor printing

the notice in one of his issues, ‘'‘Several deaths
unavoidably deterred.”

The Inst o be now cited is a most graceful
notice in w Bouthern paper of s brother of the
quill, lately deceased, under the cuption, '‘An

itor In Heaven," the first of all places, next
to the printing-oitice, which he deserves to in-
herit, tor there “‘the wicksd cease irom troubliog

and the weary are st rest.” . Thg obituary closes
with these words:—

“Aro we not also glad that such an editor is in
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The Jabors und therefore difficulties of un
@btor are multifarioun, If ho abeald happen to

be merely a “locn),” he must prove himse!f &

man not only of inaﬂl industy, butghoald
or al lenst pi'utud 1o horoughly posted on
all subjects, trom the subiime to the ridfealous,

Soveral montas eince n member of the corps
thus capitally epitomized the necessary qualili-
eations of a successful local editor, all of v:rhlch
representations may be regirded as correct, and
thepefore fitine lor the reformation of certain

ambitlous young men:i- . £ i ity of

WA good loon] must combine the loquacity of a
]:uglufln with the impudenseo! the d—I, He must
know how to time 4 race-horse, gafl a cock, tonch o
sunday School, proach a eharity sérmon, ran Akaw-
mill, keep n bhotel, turn & double summersault, and
brow whisky, He must be up 1o a thing or two in
politioal cobomomy,and aw faif in the matier ol
gookiug beans, On the trail of mystecions itams he
most boa varitable gy hound, Hi hide must bo
\ike that of the rinnooeros. He must be insensibie
to the cruesst snnbs, and maniiest no senke of
anger when he 15 Kicked down stairs.  He must
throw modesty to the dogs., Bat, above all, he
must bo mn adept ot the art of pufling. The
poarer ho appronches fo tne blacksmith’s bale
Jowa the betier ne will suceeed. He must be ready
at sll times to say something tunny in regard to
Smith’s grovery, or to surround Miss Flounoce's mil-
linery estublistimont with a halo of glowme adjee-
uves. Ho must be enthusinstic on the sabjeet of
hams, vervose i extolling hardware, and highly
imagipative in the matter o1 ary gpoods. He must
look piensed when luvited to wiaik @xiven squares
yu the trathng sun to write a six-ime puoff for a
jabo:-saving churih or o patent washine maohine,
He must jeel gratelal when nvited 10 dine at the
Dogsnore Hoter, nnd write n glowing scoount of the
excelonee of tho hash sna the durabiity of the beel-
stenk, If Qe foo's any sonse of humiliation in sftting
down to a festal gathering, on the ovenslon of the
progentation ol & sword to Captain Sankopanzy, or
A sul ol pilver gervios Lo & home in:pestor, be must
smether if, and revengo me=il on the ehnmpuene
and cyrars,  He must affce to believe that he 18 in-
vited in a purely socinl way, and not for the sake of
naving him write o good accennt of the ceremonies,
with three columns of speeches in full, tor the
next morping’s paper. It he flagd 1o hin doscrip.
tion of Hodge's prembum bali, or ‘let's down' in
windiog up tov oil indications of shovedyko's
fare, he must take It Kmdiy for beinr re-
proved for hs shorteominge, In the matter of
show, the local must always be brilbant, He muss
tulk learnedly ol panoramas, with a liberal admix-
ture of knowine words, such as ‘warmth,’ ‘tone,
‘foreshortening.’ ‘high lights," ‘fore-ground,’ ‘pere
spective ' oto.: he must be heavy on eonecerts, with a
capacity to apuredinte Miss Squawk's exeoution of
difionlt teats in the ‘upper registor;’ be must be evs.
wat.e m pralse o1 donnle-headed oalves, and elo-
quent in behall of tat womon and living skelotons.
All this, aud more, it tnkea to be a *local.” "

The onerousness of the work of one ogeupying
sueh s positlon 18 beat illustrated, perhiaps, by
the journal ot an employe of 4 French paper,
who, although he might not hayve been strictly
o local, s dutics were very simmlur, An ex
frnct:—

WFo-day T have been a journalist collector of news
for maxtesn yesrs. 1 bave not been il a single day,
and, excopting onthe five ereat {esiivals of the yenr,
1 have not farled to make up and distribute my cor-
respondeiioo 1o the jouinals of Parts and the Depart-
ments avery deay

YAs my worling year is thus 360 days, to-day
makes 5700 doys that 1 have worked on the dsily
pross. Uonsequently, I linve made up 6700 budgots
of news, As each budget contained, on the average,
20 facte or differeut pleces ol news, it foilows that |
have sent into the world 115 200 articies of intelli-

ehee.

< “Every day, to collect and distribute the news, I
bave travelled ou the avernge ten leagunes, which
amounts to §600 lewgues a year, and in eixteen vears
to 77000 leaguex, The clrenit of the terresirinl
gobe boing wbout 000 leasues, 1t foliows that in
mixtesn vears, to find my 115 200 pieces of news, I
have traveled as much as £ix and ore-third times the
ciromit of thie globe,

“1 affiim, on my honor, that I hnye never suffered
the least attack of that eruel malady called the gont,
From this I copclude that those citizeus who shall,
like me, travel tou leagues n day, will not have to
suffer any turther from that terrible malady,

“Finelly, to sum up the results :—On the averngo I
have homestly gained 1800 francs & year. Conse.
guently, through the publisher< and editors of the
Journals, I have made 28,800 franci, of which there
remain to-day 12 {rancs 50¢, (nbout 82:256), which 1
nope will emry wme through to the of the
preeent month,'”

Arduous, however, as are his duties, which
are scarcely exaggerated in the above, they
have their jests and fun like common people.
As the various insurance companies, savinos'
bauks, State officials, and missionary socisties
are makivg their annual reports, and publish-
ing long columms of figures which are of the
most intense interest to the reading poblic gene-
rally, the local reporter of the Memphis Budetin
gives his aleo for the year:—

Report. Times,
Beon asked 10 drink. .. .c.0une TR 11,508
Drank 7 11,892
Requested 10 FetFRel .o covnrvvanrsiiis
Didm’t retract ... 416
invited to parties, receptions, presans
tations, ete,, ete,, by people fishing
for pufll, ..onnsissssinnrarsasnsesiains
Took the BNt cicicsnrssesssnnann .
Didn’t take the bint. .......ooveee
Threatened to be whipped ...
Heom whipped
Whipped the other 1ellow
Didun't come 1o Hme, . .oouuninnn.
Been promised bottlos of Champagne,
whisky, grin, bitters, boxes of cigars,

ete., if we won!d go atter them...,, 3,650

Been after them, . vu vovsnsniires . 0

Goimp aERin. .. .orinasnnssssnsns . 0
Been asked ** What's the news?'". ...500,000

K e i O D P T L v T L e T 18

Didn't KBOW. coueivos St S B <

Licd about M. .ieensinissnresnanss
Been 10 ohurol. .....ovevvannrrrssssns
Chonged poHIOS. . oo connnsinsasasiians
Expected to change atill, .....ccvnee
Gave for eharity.......0.. acann s e s b )
Guve 10r & terrier dog. ...... TN 23

Cash on hang.,, . |

The poor fellow refers to having “‘whipped
the other fellow” but four times, which scarcely
speaks well for his “science” or independence,
Ot a very different character was a sharp (ellow
named Doolittle, of whom T have an anecdole
but little known., He was a Connectieut
“exotic.” About twenty years ago he was trans-
planted from Harvard University to one of the
Souihern Swates, for the purpose of assuming
the editorinl control of a violeut party paper,
where no one ever labored with advantage for
the party, simply becuuse au ufinite gquantity
of yostols and @ multiplicity of bowie knives pre-
vented the strenuous advocacy of certiin princel-
ples, and fettered the freedom of speech in ele
gant style of efficucy. Doolittle was highly
educated, was impetuous, brave, yet—with the
characteristic canning of his tribe—careful of
his own interests, He took hold of the paper
with & determivation to make it “serviceable to
the cause,” und serviceable he did makeit, The
opnosing enndidato was a bad fellow—a duellist,
& dram-drinker, & lover of *‘poker,” and a
decided votary of Venus, Doolittle daredl what
no other editor had dared—he said so. The
day on which his article appeared the candidate
eptered toe editonal chamber, )

*You are Doolittle, the editor of this paper?!”
holdivg a copy of the sheet i his hand.

| am,"

“You have lbelled and Insulted me, and"—
{“h\\_vh.u # large knife)—"'T have come for your
ears,”

“1 beg your pardon,” said Doolittle, *'I am &
stranger to your customs, and perhaps have
taken o license which, in this part ol the coun-
ry, i inexcussble. Such is, 1 think, toae faot,
Buppore we compromige the matter

“Very well,” sald the blaff Sontherner; “I')
kick you, aud you shall wake a full retraction.”

“You'll whai " gaid Doolittle, quietly.

URick vou."

“You in=ist upon that tittle privilege "'

ST vnidlternbly fixed inmy determination !

“50 win 1'—wd Doohittle, Aring a horse pistol,
a0 big a8 & blunderbuss, snd shattering the
Boutbherner'e righ! leg—*‘nol bo be kicked !

He beld bis situdtion six months; was stabbed
iwice, shot Lturee times, belabored with »
bludgeon oner, thrown into a pond once, but be
was never Kickod,  During his six months' expe-
rlence ve kiliod two of his sdversaries., All of
these are sh=olute ncts,

That editors cre irequently ludependent can-
vot be doubted Ly those whoe read the metro-
politsn press,  One ol the smallest bot most
ammwiiar tostapces, perbups, occarred in New
York in 1840, A man io that city, wishing two
obtaln u certain office under the Government,
sent 1o the New York Cowrier and Mnquirer s

ufl of bimself, with » promise of fitty dollars
¢ in oa#e he'smocerded in bhis ahn, The editors

nblwhbed both the ‘puﬂ snd the promise, thus

Wing the candidate politically.
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example of *“‘glorions independence,” well
worthy of imistion:—
“Wao do not belong to our ‘patrons,’
Our paper 1w wholly our own ;
Whoover may like it oan taxe 1
Who don'’t pan just let Is alons ™

There are but few, howaver, who can afford to
take so noble a stand. 1 eite the above, tnere-
fore, as & most reraarkable, nay, as an almost
igolated instance of independence on the part
of & country editor.

The experiences of the country editor are
Mvers, ﬂc 18 not only editorin-chiel but every
thing else —even occasionally playlng the
very '‘devil,” He frequently sets his own type,
handles bis roller, works his press, keeps his
book=, writes his editorials, and does work
generilly, besides sometimes sawing and split-
ung e own wood, dendling the vaby, and
carrsing water, He i, however, often In
diicuity when obliged to leave his home in
gearch of delinquent subseribers, or to sitend
to other equally momentous and unprofitable
business, Then 1t is that the paper 13 irequently
handed over to the care of the loving wile or
diligent “*devil."

An swusing circumstance occursed, not very
long sluce, in the history ol the Green Day
(Wisconsin) Advocate, The editor, during an
absence, lelt the mansgement of the paper in
the handg of his wile, who & good Re
publican, took the Democratie tleket down from
is columneg, and wrote some energetic Repub-
lican editorinls. The editor; It appears, was
soon alterwards again obliged to leave his home,
when his substitute announced e follows:-

“Our editor has gone to (Madisom, and in order to
make s sure thing of It, ano prevent (hoe appenrance
of any more Republegn editoriale, has taken his
wife with Lim,'”

The “devil," however, playas more innoocent
praunks, but never jorbears to inform the publie
“who's who" in the temporary mansgement.
Ard never does he fail to display his nntive

tide, Thus, the cditor of a Vermont paper
wing nbeent from his post, his sub poetically
exclaimed ;—

“I'hie ed tor's absent; his solssors and qulil

Are loft with the ‘devil” to handle at wili;

Thoe item fs given, kind reader, that you

May for onee, as you rend, ‘give the devil his dne,"

In another case, that of the Neweastle (Penn-
sylvanin) Courand, the “devil,” a young man of
parts, and evidently on his way to fame, thus
writes:—

“The muprovement in fhe general avpearanee of
this nember ol the Courant is owing (o the absence
of the editor !

¢ N B.—When, in the courde of human events, it be-
comes necessary for us to lorsake, for a brier period,
the ‘ink-keg’ aud ‘roller,” nod take our pluce in the
chair, editorinlly, & aue respect for our vanity makes
it meumbent on ue to gmive the following notics, to
wit: vin., as follows:—During this woek all odiio-
rinl fevors, such as wedding.eake, bouquets, clgars,
specimon whizky, ana other summer dariuks, Yhanks-
giving turkeys, and all the ef ceteraxs that are part of
the emoluments of our new position, should ve sent
to the Devrn,'’

Here i= another instance of a courageons
editress which | have under the date January 3,
16866, Mrs, Prewett, who, after the death of
der husband, ediled the Yazoo (Mississipol)
Whig, baving received an offepsive note, pub-
lished o slightly seyvere rebuke couched in the
following language:—

"I tho biped thet sent ua the anonymous letter
from Jackson, signea ‘Cherubusco,’ will come 10
Yazoo city, and call atthe Whig office, two poble
little »oys, one eight and the otber six years old,
fhall tie a leather medal around bis neck, as a due-
bl for a flogging they owe him, payable some ten
vears hence, with compound mterest,"”

We sometimes find, again, that country editors
are occasionally short of editorial and other
rending matter, for the absence ol which their
excuges are ol *'all sorts.,” For instance, a
Hoosler editor thus writes:—

“ A hile ‘clroumstance’ in our domestic affaire,
wineh 18 not likely to ocour oftener than once ina
year or two, must apologize for any deficiency m
our editorial department.’”

Another, Hooper, the wilty editor of the
Latuyette (Alabama) Tribune, thus gives vent to
u!il'tlc bad humor arising from lack of “‘mat-
ter:"—

“Orr ovr Foor.—We can’t help it, and we
wounidu't if we could. For the liw of it we can't
iuinre uq o decent paper this week, We have had a
iftle e0ld jor severnl days—we hava fratted abouw
little money matters—ihe hands in the office areal
halt sick and out of humor—ihe weather 18 nasfy—
and our whole editorial machine-box Is a8 ntracta-
ble us s stubborn muoje in g mud-hole, We promised
to *do’ one of the ‘Montgomery Charasoters’ for tlus
Number; but wo sha'n’t! ‘It's nmo use knoekmn' nt
the door,’ we are off our foot, sick, mad, and ready
to fight any one of our subseribere who doesn’t lake
our remunrks, provided he doesn’t weigh more than

one hundred aud fifteen pounds '

A down-East quill-driver modestly spologizes
us follows, Ferhaps his reasons ure sutlicient:—

“Yesterdny, we had n note te pay, a libel suit to
look after, and a new telegraph arranecment to
uulgothw. 11 any oue thinks that he could attend to
all these thinge and write ¢ditorials too, we should
like 10 ¢employ him as nn assistant,”

The editorof the Asheville (North Caroling)
Meesenger would seem to be a thorough *“‘man of
nll work,” judging by the tollowing substantini
reasons ne gave 1or his homeopathic dose of edi-
torial 1 & late number:—

“Our editor (fortunately for our readers)is short
this weok, We have no apoiogy to make, ooly that
we are an editor, a fquire, & connsy registrar, housa
and mgn painter, tavern keeper, minging master,
fiddler, ‘daddy’ of two ohildren, uud a firat=rate booi-
Wack and whitewasher, Huaving our professionsl
engugements sometunes pretty well divided, it s
out o1 our power to ‘do cqual and oxact Justice’ 1o
:ll. dwﬂtwut cracking & brun or sphtting our cabbage

ead.”

Another editor, and n Western one at that,
expres<es the hope that his subscribers will ex-
ouge the scurcity of original matter in 8 certain
number of bis paper, {for he has “*had the head-
gche, the gout, a lit of the azue and fever, and
un increase of oue to his family, besides, he
hasu't been very well himsell,” He, of course,
under guch clrcumstances, ought to he excused,

But about the coolest thing ou record s the
ndvice of the edifor of the Mualsou Courier, who,
in the absence of reading reatter from his paper,
re murked, that it reading the news alone was
the object of his subscribers, ‘“they will find
epough that is new to them in the Hible, and it
ie good reading too,"

{ the many trials of the country editor those
ansing from poverty, mainly caused by delin-
quent subsoribers, ure probably the most abun.
dant, but amidst them all the poor fellow ~eems
10 carry & merry heart., At any race, he strives
1o drive dull care away from the end of bis pen.
Seldom 18 thns better seen than in the “dun-
ing” paragraphs, in which the writer sometimes
discloses family secrets, the lightest word of
which is designed to harrow up the soul of the
debtor. It would =ometimes seem a8 it the
writer, ke the renowned King Kichard, could
smile while he murdered. Yet, how pitiful are
many ol these, especially when we know how,
for the most part, true they are |

As u matter of history, before referring o
ceses of less note, nod perhaps better illusteative
of this point, I would refer to tbat of Bamuel
Keiwer, whose name so often oceurs in the his-
tory ol Benjamin Franklin. In 1728 a puper was
Isgued from the Friends' Monthly Meeting, setting
for:h that Samuel Eelmer, who had then lately
arrived iroms Burope, had printed divers papers,
particulmily opne styled The larable, wherein
he uskumes the langunge of Friends; wherefore
they certify that he 15 vot ol their soclety,
nor countenauced by them. Thir proved to
be rather an awkwoard lotroduction to the

ublic, In 1725 he started the Pemnsylvania

Fagefte In opposition to Bradford's Weekly Mer-
ctiry, It was anpnounced s straopge bn]_ggu._!q;r_:m
#tyle, and in one vear falled, and fell into the
hinds of Frapklin, who couducted it with
fuceess for many years, while poor Kelmer got
into prson, 1n'1734 he set up an establishment
a& n printer apd publisher at Barbaboes, In his
poetienl appeal 10 his patrons there he gives
some (acts us to the compensntion of Awerlcan
colonial printers:—

“What & pity it is thet some modern bravadoes

Who dub themaselves gontlemen Lers in Barbadooes,

Should time aiter time run i debt to their priunter,

And care not to pay him in summer or winter!

In Penn's w eountry Type fools o disastar,

The printers. grow ne is made thelr pos
master.”

To further porsuing his subject he shows that
Mr. William Bradford, of New York, had £40
_yesr from the Eing. 1o Maryland and Virginia
each province uliowed the “estublished” oditors

£200 a year; for, he adde), “by law he Is pad

50,000 pounds’ woighs country produse”—menn-

Ing tobaeco,

“But, al?‘tl your poor I'yps printa no figuro tike
nulio;

Cursed, cheated, abused by each pititul fel'ow —

Thougn working like & slave, with zoal aud trae

rage
Ho can lcl:a-'nt an yot even salt Lo hia porridee 1"
He was, however, able 1o continue his paper, as
two octavo volumes of extracts from it ware
published in London,

Modern Instances will show that the times
have not much improved. The unlorinouate
editor of an Indisan journsl thus addresses hily
delinquent subseribers:—

fHanD Up,<It ix but seldom we trouble our
patrons by asking them to fors over the smal bal-
arco uue us; but we think if they only knew how
diflionit & task it {8 107 us LO WAKD Provi<ions Lo pro-
teet 2ally and the chidren from the eold ohi ling
bDlaste of winter that |s new connng npon us ke sn
nvalanohe, it would hardly be neces-ary wo say pay
more than anee, lor they would come 10 our rescue
instanter."

*One more vofortunate” in Kentvcky spenks
to hie patrons in these touching words: —

“Frionds, we are almost penniless—Job's turkey
wes almost 8 mbilionmre compuared with our pie-
solib deprovnod tremsury, To«day, #f the price ot salt
was two conts & barrol, we conldn’t buy enouvh to
pickle a Jay bird."”

Another appeala thus to the sympathles of his
teaders:—

“Weeatnmot belp thinking how moeh easier an
editor's ite might be tonde 1t s generous patrons
could omy hear his ‘better balf® serapin g the vottom
of the four-barrel! A man that ean wreite oditorinie
with suoh music soundivg in his ears, can casily
walk the telegraph wires and turn summersan. s i
the tranches of a thorosbush.'

Another writes on the subject more phile-
sophically, but not the less poruts his moral:—

“Every man ought to pay his debts, if he ean.
Every man ought to get married, if he oan. Every
wan sbould do his work to suit bis customaors, 1f he
can. Every wife shoula sometimoes hold her fonguo,
if shie can. Every lswyer should ococenmonally il
thie rrath, i ho can. Every man onght to mind lis
own Lusiness, and lot othior people’s alone, 1t ho
can, Fvery man should wke 8 newspaper and pay
lor it ANY now.” s

The Loulsville Times has a fair *take ofi” on
the expression “in o few duys,” too commonly
ueed by poor debtors, and applies it to serve a
good purpose, He who cannot see its wil is 1o
be pitied :—

“‘You present a man a small acoount, he will pay
you ‘in a lew days;' pretty girls expeo: to marry
‘innfow days;’ we expect 1o give our readers somo
interesuing locel news “in o lew days’ Aund we are
nopipg that n great many ol ovr subscribers will
send the amount of their dues ‘in a fow daye. In
fmet, wo know they will, lor some of them have
been promising 10 ‘do that lttle 1hing’ every fow
days lor a year or two. We expect them to be ‘in
funds In a tew days.”

The following “dun”of a poetical stripe is
worthy of preservation in these columns, it
only us & good parody on the popular <ong,
*“Then you'll remember me,” in Balie's opera,
entitled the Hohemian (firl:—

“W hen other bills and other duns
Lbeir tuie of woe shall tell,

Of notes in bank, ‘without the funds,’
Apd cotton hard to soll;

There may, perhaps, in suoh a scene,
Some recolleetion be

(1 talls that longer due have been,
Aud you'll remember me!

“Whon bard-up customers shall wring
Your hearte with topes in vuin,
And deem it tut a tnithng thing
To tell yon ‘call again,’
hen calling proves a useless task,
Without the lawyer's ree,
In gnch o moment I but sek
That you'll remnember me!'”

Two other representative instances of the
poverty ol this cluss may yet be given. The first
18 that ot & Western editor who lately called his
“*devil” to him, and 1old him that he could not
afford to bire his services any longer, unless he
would agree either to take ninepence a week for
them, or share eqoally the protits of his paper.
The boy concluded to stay, but unhesitatiogly
chose the nanepence a week for his wages,

The other i€ of & more melancholy character,
and refers to o New Hampshire editor who, wiale
recently travelling, had his wallet aYwtracted
from has pocket b‘y some adroit thiel, The pick-
pucket was no aisgusted with toe resulf ol his
exploit that ne returned the plunder by express
to the address written inside the waliet, with the
following note:—

_“You miserabil skunk, hears yure pocket-book
Fur o men dressed as weoll a8 you was to go round
with & wellit with nuthin in it but a lot of noos
papor acmfn, 8 lvory tuthecom, too mnoospapur
stamps, and 4 pas from a ralercae directur, i8 a con-
tempturbnl impursition on the publie As I hear
sure a noditur 1 refarn yure trash, I never robs
any only gentlemen,”

The editor of the Alabama Argus, published
at Demopolis, seems 10 have been thoroughly
imbued with the spirit ol “*Mark Tapley,” when,
alter the following fashiop, he ﬂhuwet{ himself
*Jolly™ under what most people would consider
& Eerouy circumstance ;—

“We see that the sheriff, durine our abscnco, hus
adyvertised the drgus tor sale, We hope the hiddors
have n merry time of it Lf the sherf can sell it he
will do more thau we ever could. Like & damp per-
cussion-cap, we think i wiil fal to *go off.’'

But, verlly, we must have fallen on the ‘‘last
days” in which St Peter declared that “spoffers”
should come. For are not these men scoffers of
poverty ! And not only of poverty, but also of
ricbes; for should ovece an editor become for-
tultously wealthy, he is regarded as a rara avis,
and his name emblazoned in full caps in every
raper in the country. Read how the editor of
the Horicon (Wisconsin) Argus discourses:—

““An excbapge savs Lhat editors are, as a genera-
thing, not everstoeked with woridly goods, Huml
bog! Here are we, oditor of & country paper, furly
roliing in wealth, We have & good office, 2 doublé-
barrelled rifie, seven snita o1 olothes, three kittens, o
Newlonndland pup, iwo gold watebies, thirteen day
and two mght shirts, carpets on our floor, & pretty
wife, own one corner lot, havo mnetv-three ceuts in
cash, are out of debt, and have no rich relatives, 1f
we are not wealtby It is a plty.””

Here now s a small batch which reminds one
of an editor who wrote his editorinls on the goles
of his bosts aud went barefoot while his boy set
up the manuscript—so making himsell rich by
snving paper:—

“There is & 116h editor in New Hampahire who has
made us money by always praciising cconomy, He
nlways writes his eaitormls on a slate." —Mail,

“There 18 muother who snves the expenso of his
flate and Beals s editorials irom us."—Concord
Recurder.,

“Dut you don’t mean to say that ho gets rich off
sugh stenlings? Should think be starve 1or want ot
subscribers,”" — W ail,

*What o rompus u righ editor always does klok
up!" spitefully ndds @ Westera eontemporary.

Alas, elos! it i that so many of these
creators and conservators of public opinlon are
doomed to travel in the walks of poverty saad
that while so few ol them are hired to the pro-
tession, in the majority o! cazes the business Is
not bred to the editor, Hence, mauy & burning
und shining hght ot literatuf® s obacured by
the withdrawal of editors to private life. The
viledictories of such are among the most curl
ouk speclmens of pathos to be lound in our lan-
guage. Two of three of these are now quoted
1o be lmmortalized by a place in these pages,

Mr, Bdward Willett, one of the editors aod
sropriotors of the Cairo Times and Delta, tnkes
arewell of his renders in the following expres-
sive language:—

w1 know well that I need not offer a word of justi-
fleation for the courre. 1 have struggled and starved
Jopg enough for Cmiro; huve wasiod nourly three
yenrs of mctive. vigorous, voutmiul hife, the vna ot
whioh shows & beggarly nccount of noiliing at a'l,
exoept much iriendship aud a littls reputation ; and
as Heripture Mds us 1o rejoice in the days of our
youths, I dewre, before that balevon period 18 quite
ended, 1o obey s orécepin in some measure. 1 ipave
Cairo with ceep affeetion for my imends, of contempe
for my encmios, lluanv I bhave, aud of infinie dis
yuet or that sbominable old nusance, tee Uslro
Compavy."

I give mnother which approaches almost to
the subline, notwithstanding its free and easy
stvle. R. 5, Goelat, of the Pass Christinn ( La.)
Times, on retiviog from the editorial charge of
that paper, wos salely delivered of the rollow-
ing:—

Y FALEPICTORY —STAND FROM UNDKR,
" ‘Fare thee Woll, thus disuniied,
Torn (rom eyery nearer tio,
HBoeared 1 Deart, and fone and Imql.nlou.
thin 1 seares cau dle.

Maors than
“Although we bave been engujged o the editorisl
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Lusiness for sevesn! 3 ears, yot we never wroto a vyoles
dietory under pnek clreumetauéos 1u (tho wWhols conr-e
of our e wor did we expect so soon to o on lod
upom to do #0; Dur as W1y we go the best we oan,

' W retirn trom tho ohair oditornl of the Timas
v ith (be full convietion that all e vanity, In gene
ful we have found our patrons (o be npright and
bimerable porsonages, but tn yart wo have beon
deal ug wWith a 801 of scoundrels und villmne, and as
ovil communieatons are apt to cortupt good morals,
wo retire in_alsgust (rom the prosent sseue of our
labore. We bave boen soliciied 1o ne upon evory
sabjoct: to rnsert enyd Gee froe gratey to send our
paper 10 those who are able Lut too mean w pay
what they owe; to pufl iuto notoriety all busi-
ness, withows a iaint hope of remuneration or
rewnrd. Wo have endeavored 1o build up the
‘Pars,” ard are pleared to seeithat om inbors have
hueen  crowned with sucenas; nobvathw'anding wil
this two bob-tail-won'd-ts 8. 1,'% \'Some Pampking’)
have done nil In their power agsinst ue; but wo bo,
to wezure thew that their lubors s o duly nppreca
and bindly remembored,

““As tor tho indies ( Henven bless them!), we have
found o few frue ones among fhe many, but who
they are wo leel not en lod upon (o sy, But ne for
the gir by pivr s we menn wll the single mombory
of tue softer fax under the apo of thurty—tliess hines
preture them ;—

“ v The pirle are all a fecting show,
For man's delusion given;
Their smiles of Joy, their toars of woe,
Deewitful shine, deceitial flow
1here’s not one truo 1o deven.’

“Pat the pariug hour in st hand when we are
called upon to bid adien to you, dear roador, por-
bap: forever. The chisin that has bound ne tove her
bus teen broken by circwmstauces over wlich we
have no controf, and we must depart on the road
pommied out by destinv, But go whore wo will, we
will ever cherish fond remembrances of the pasi and
hopo 1or the fature—what the tuture will be we know
not, but we hopoe we may all meet agdin In that
brigbt beaveuly howe whore wo sre mever called
v pon to say '‘good-by .’

““BonsrT 8, GoELer, Ex-Ed "'

But I must gquote one other, the reason given
for withdrawal from *‘the ehair” belng so un-
nsupl and praiseworthy that every resder will
naturally desire  the speedy restoration ol tne
health of the writ er:—

‘i he undersigned retires from the editorial chair
with the convichion that all 18 vamity., From the
hour he started this paper to the present time ho has
béen solioited to lie upon every mven sulject, and
cun't remember having told a wholesome truth
without diminishing s subscription list or making
an enemy. Under these clrcumstancos of trial,
bhaving a thorough contempt of himsalt. he retires in
order 1o reeruit bis morai constivation,”

I cannot refrain from inserting in this paper
eome rich morceque of editomal humor on
“things in general,” with two or more fnstances
of ludicrous blundering. Thus, for instaonce,
does an editor putl his own class:—

*A newspaper may be destroved at night, It may
ght » ¢igar, it may curl a ladv's halr. Ah! only
think onthat, girle! dn editor’s thoughts comnietely,
sweotly, exquisitely wreathed in your rich tresses, and
~508, nesthvg down with you in your midnighe
slumbers, to pently guard snd romfml koop wateh
over vour happy dreams! ho wonld not be an
editor?”

Another goes to work to display his scholar-
rlitp, and huunts _after the root of the name
Canstotr, Our Western friend gives its deriva-
tion thus:—

“Canis, dog; and l(oftas, whole; that is, dog
{w)hole, Some of the Canistotans may grow! at this,
but, on the whole, we think the game not worth evea
n growl,”

Another, who wonld devreciate and write
down s contemporary, writes that “*his mind i
#0 small that it might dance a hornpipe in a
mosquito’s watch-tob,”

A California paper, attempting to be witty
and gevere at the expense ol a new-born oon-
temporary, spoke of if, saying—what may wruly
be said of too many jowrnals—*“It only lacke
ability and character to be mfluentinl.”

Another, in striving to be just to a rivel con-
temporary, magpanimously wrote:—

*He was formerly a member of Congress, but
rapidly rose untal ho obtained & respeotable position
#8 an « ditor—a noble example of porseveranco undor
depressing circum-tances,””

The last, however, is decidedly less compii-
mentary when speaking of a quilldriving
iriend:—

“His Intellest is so demse that it wonld take the
pugur of common-sense longer to pencirste than
10 bore through Mont Blane with a boiled earrot.”

But how queerly and carelessly do some of
them strain at metaphors and mix up hyperbole !
The following fearful announcement lately
appeared in the Washington (D. C.) Star; and
while it is & curious conglomerstion of horti-
culinre, fire, and water, is w pretiy fair speci-
men of steldar iterature:—

“1t §s evident from this that the apple of discord
bas been thrown into our midst, and, nniess
nipped n the bud, it threatens to burst forih inn
conflagration that will deluge the whole jand."

This i& almost paralleled by the remark of
the Boslon Puol, some years ago, while con-
gratulating the Whig purty npon its non-alliance
with Know-Nothingism, that it had refused to
be bound to “the charwl wheets of this mush.
roem.”

The following ‘“splendiferous” sentence is
trom the pen of & Down-East editor, who, speak-
ing ot a hiterary contemgpgorary, spreads himselt
thus;—

“The raft on which he was {ast pulling himself into
the ¥Federal eddy has been suddenly bronght up
ugninst the wreck of that party, so that, by certam
feats of lofty tumbhing, he 1s on his face before the
piuinng simoom of lanaticism, bigotry, and proserip.
‘ ou.rl

A Western editor also “‘cuts It rather {at”in
gpeaking ol 4 man who had been bitten by a
mad Jog, whieh he brilliantly lengthened out
by gnying:—‘"He was attacked by a canine
quadruped while laboring under cerebral ex-
citement.”

but tor o “blazing burst” of eloquence com-
mend me to & worthy writer in the “Nutmeg
State,” who some time ago, in describing the
burning o! & barn, the property of & man who
hud been active in prosecutiog the vendors of
araent spirits, Indulged in the 1ollowing:—

“Ihero can be lLittle dount but that this blazing
barn with its contents, valued at about 8360, with
the cow bellowing in agouny from wiien she ocounld
not be relieved, should be hung on the morthern
:;minch of the Conneeticat rum tree as its legitimate

u t "

The violations of syntax are sometimes fairly
nxuruc.-mtlnf but meverthelegs apt to cause &
bursting o ‘buttons, A New Orleans editor,
recording the career of & mad dog, says:—

“*We are grieved to say that a rabid animal, befors
it couid be killed, severely bit Dr, Hart and severnl
other dugs

A New York paper, announcing the arrival of
o veseel near the Narrows, says:—

“Ine only passengers wore T, B, Nathan, who
owred three-dourtbs of the vessel and the ceplain’s
wile,""

The editors of a Western paper observe:—

“The poem which we punlish in thus woek's
Herald was writsen by an estegmed iriond, who Lhas
lnin WAy years in the grave tor bis own wmuse-
ment.”

The editor of an Eastern newspaper expresses
great lodlgoation as the manner in which a
woman who had committed sulcide was buried

“Sho waus buried like a dog with her clothes on."

But here I must close my chapter of elegant
extructs, selected from my huge pile, Hlustes
five of many malters pertaining 1o newspaper
e, And this I eannot do better than by an
extract irom the “‘Printer’s Prayer,” trss pup-
lishea in Ede's journal in 1815;:—
=« Profect and bloes vs, and keop us trom the eyils
of tno wight, and when we lay down may wo ask
ourselves what we bave .done for the wood nud 10
siruciion ot maukind; of vot much, and wve have
lewsure to do I, may we repent, and by the Bext
number get out & rich and fertile sheet,"”

So mote it be !
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